
Alabama Literacy Act
What does this mean for your child?



What is the act?

u In 2019, the Alabama legislature passed the 
Alabama Literacy Act, and it became 
effective September 1, 2019.

u The first group of students that falls under this 
act is first graders during the 2019-2020 
school year.  



The law states…

u “Commencing with the 2021-2022 school 
year, third grade students shall demonstrate 
sufficient  reading skills for promotion to 
fourth grade.”

u There are “good cause” exemptions, but our 
goal is to have all of our students read well.



Why the Literacy Act?

u “..to implement steps to improve the 
reading proficiency of public school 
kindergarten to third grade students and 
ensure that those students are able to read 
at or above grade level by the end of the 
third grade…”



Parental Notification

u A parent or legal guardian of any K-3 
student who exhibits a consistent deficiency 
in reading or characteristics of dyslexia at 
any time during the school year shall be 
notified in writing.



What if my child needs help in 
reading? At school…

u We have a RTI process to help identify and plan for students who exhibit a 
need for support.

u We will work with him or her during the school day.

u We will invite him or her to summer programming.
u We will share his or her progress in reading with you.
u Meet with your child’s teachers and discuss his/her performance in school.

u Address concerns as early as possible.
u Always ask, “ How can I support my child at home?”
u Make a note of important dates such as parent nights/conferences, progress 

reports, report cards, assessments.



What if my child needs help in 
reading? At home…

u Reading to children helps them to understand the connection between books and print.
u Talking with your child about a book or story helps him develop vocabulary.

u Reading about the familiar helps children relate to what is being read to them.
u Showing the relationship between writing and reading is another way to build reading skill. 

u Helping children learn to write their name, compose notes to friends and family members, and copy 
favorite words are all ways that parents can help children develop understanding and skills in writing 
that transfer to reading.

u Show that reading is valued
u Make sure that your child is present and on time for school.

u Read to your child, have your child read to you, and/or you may read together.
u Visit libraries, book trade stores, and yard sales to help build your home library.

u Expose your child to different types of reading materials (books, magazines, newspapers, online articles 
etc.)



What if my child needs help in 
reading? We can…

u Reading to children helps them to understand the connection between books 
and print.

u Talking with your child about a book or story helps him develop vocabulary.

u Reading about the familiar helps children relate to what is being read to them.

u Showing the relationship between writing and reading is another way to build 
reading skill. 

u Helping children learn to write their name, compose notes to friends and 
family members, and copy favorite words are all ways that parents can help 
children develop understanding and skills in writing that transfer to reading.


